Our Evangelist: Don Stephens

Brother Don resides
Westernport, Maryland.
He is a graduate of West
Virginia Wesleyan College
('75) and has been with
Youth With a Mission
(YWAM) since 1994. He
has spent the last two
decades teaching
“Worldview and the
Kingdom of God” in YWAM
schools across Europe and the United States. With a
background in professional music, missions, and youth
ministry, his messages use Scripture, story, music, art,
and film to explore the Kingdom of God. Retired now, he
continues to serve God as an Evangelist and Bible
Teacher to the Mountaineer, Western Pennsylvania,
Buckhannon, and Brookville Christian Ashrams.

Don is an accomplished and spirit-led pianist and multi-
instrument musician.

Our Bible Teacher: Gary Wheeler

Brother Gary has been a pastor
since 1986, serving churches in
Ohio, Kentucky, and Georgia.
He is currently the pastor of
Germantown Methodist
Church. A graduate of Asbury
University and Asbury
Theological Seminary, he has
also been a Spiritual Director
with the Walk to Emmaus.

Gary is an author of ten books as well as a private pilot.
He is married to Myra, who also serves as the registrar.
They have four adult aged sons.

Gary is the Director of this Ashram as well as the
Mountaineer Christian Ashram. He has served as the
Evangelist of the West Virginia Wesleyan College Ashram
and Bible Teacher of the Mountaineer Christian Ashram.
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Southwest Ohio
Christian
Ashram

“Jesus is Lord!”

March 13-14, 2026

Germantown Methodist Church
525 Farmersville Pike
Germantown, OH 45327

www.germantownchurch.com/ashram



Information about the Ashram

What is a Christian Ashram

The word Ashram (pronounced “Ah’Shrum) is from the
Sanskrit meaning “a retreat”, or more literally “away
from hard work”. It is a time for spiritual growth,
proclaiming Jesus as Lord. Dr. E. Stanley Jones, a world-
famous Methodist missionary, evangelist and author,
brought the Ashram movement to the United States
from India. This quest to make God more real in one’s
daily living is Christ-centered, church-centered, and
person-centered.

Program Highlights
In order to make our Ashram a heart warming,
mountaintop experience, time is set aside for worship,
sharing, silent meditation, prayer, relaxation and
fellowship. The Ashram is interdenominational with a
goal of removing all barriers in Christ by providing fresh
insight, commitments, and spiritual growth.

Open and Overflowing Heart

The Ashram begins with the sharing of blessings, needs,
and spiritual desires that they have coming into the
Ashram. It then ends with sharing how each one has
been blessed, challenged, and equipped for continuing
growth and ministry during the retreat. This special time
of praise to God and encouragement of one another
prepares us all to return to our lives ready for what God
has for us to do.

Speakers
Each Ashram has an Evangelist and a Bible Teacher. The
Evangelist helps opens participants hearts God’s Spirit
with dynamic, bold, and relevant messages in their
proclamation of the Word. The Bible Teacher provides
substantive, Scripture-based lessons for reflection and
discussion.

Healing and Wholeness
Often a pivotal moment during the retreat, each Ashram
includes a time when participants are given the
opportunity to receive physical, emotional, mental, and
spiritual healing through prayer and community support.

24-Hour Prayer Vigil

The Prayer Vigil is a very important discipline of the
Ashram. We will observe a 24-hour Prayer Vigil
beginning at 9:00 PM Friday night and continuing until
7:00 PM Saturday night. A room is designated as our
Prayer Room, and a sign-ups will be at the registration
table. A journal for recording prayer requests, a Bible,
and other devotional materials will be available.

Love Offering
A Love Offering will be taken on Saturday afternoon to
help defray the expenses of the speakers.

Schedule
Friday
5:00 p.m. Registration Begins
5:30 p.m. Dinner
6:30 p.m. Music
6:50 p.m. Welcome and Orientation
7:15 p.m. Open Heart Session
8:00 p.m. Evangelist
Saturday
8:00 a.m. Breakfast, Gathering, Registration
9:00 a.m. Music
9:15 a.m. Corporate Devotion
9:30a.m. Bible Study
10:15a.m. Break
10:30 a.m. Prayer Groups
11:20 a.m. Break
11:30 a.m. Evangelist
12:30 p.m. Lunch
1:30 p.m. Family Picture
1:45 p.m. Church in Action
2:45 p.m. Break
3:00 p.m. Family Meeting
3:45 p.m. Witness Hour
4:45 p.m. Break
5:00 p.m. Healing Service
6:00 p.m. Dinner
6:45 p.m. Music
7:00 p.m. Evangelist

8:00 p.m. Overflowing Heart

Registration Form

Please Submit by February 28

Name:

Address:

City:

State/Zip:

Phone:

Email:

Registration Fee (please check the box that applies):
[J  $40 per person for those 13 years and older, or
[J S35 per person for those 4th—7th Grade

Note: the registration fee includes all meals and is non-
refundable.

Instructions: Please detach this portion of the brochure and
mail it with a check for the registration fee made payable to
Germantown Methodist Church to:

Myra Wheeler
46 Hickory Pointe Dr.
Germantown, OH 45327
937-204-5368
chattymyra@gmail.com

What do people say about a
Christian Ashram?

“I've heard about the Kingdom of God. Now | know
what it looks like.”

“I met Jesus at the Ashram.”

“The Ashram showed me what it means to live my
life for Jesus every day.”

“When is the next one?”



