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Welcome again to worship. It’s good to be together.
In honor of Father’s Day, it only seems appropriate that I open this message…
with some Dad Jokes.
• A guy started a new business making yachts in his attic. The sails are going through
the roof.
• A fella got hit in the head by a soda can, but he said it didn’t hurt that much. It was a
soft drink.
• Did you hear the story about the cheese that saved the world? It was legend dairy.
• A man said, “I’ve always hated elevators. So I’ve been taking steps to avoid them.”
• Why did the bike refuse to move? It was two tired.
• The man went to an appliance store, “I can’t tell if I like this blender. It keeps giving
me mixed results.”
• Did you hear I couldn’t get a reservation at the library? They were fully booked.
We are continuing our look at the Book of Daniel, a story 2,700 years old, but
relevant in 2021 as we face an evil society.
Last week, we looked at Daniel 1, and we learned four things:
1. God may send you to a difficult place.
2. Be prepared for the pull to backslide.
3. Determine early not to compromise.
4. Trust God to honor your devotion and faithfulness to Him.
Today, I want to look at chapter 2, so turn in your bulletin to page 5.
I did not copy the text of the chapter into the bulletin. It was 3 pages long.
Instead, let me share the story with you in sections.
I want to look first at verses 1-16.
One night during the second year of his reign, Nebuchadnezzar had such
disturbing dreams that he couldn’t sleep. He called in his magicians, enchanters,
sorcerers, and astrologers, and he demanded that they tell him what he had dreamed.
As they stood before the king, he said, “I have had a dream that deeply troubles me,
and I must know what it means.” Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic,
“Long live the king! Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.” But the king
said to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you don’t tell me what my dream was
and what it means, you will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be turned into
heaps of rubble! But if you tell me what I dreamed and what the dream means, I will
give you many wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream and what it means!”
They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it
means.” The king replied, “I know what you are doing! You’re stalling for time because
you know I am serious when I say, ‘If you don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So
you have conspired to tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me the dream,
and then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.” The astrologers replied to the
king, “No one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no king, however great and
powerful, has ever asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! The
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king’s demand is impossible. No one except the gods can tell you your dream, and they
do not live here among people.” The king was furious when he heard this, and he
ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be executed. And because of the king’s
decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and his friends. When Arioch, the
commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with
wisdom and discretion. He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh
decree?” So Arioch told him all that had happened. Daniel went at once to see the king
and requested more time to tell the king what the dream meant.1
Dreams were considered to be messages from the gods, and the astrologers
were expected to interpret them. Usually, the astrologers could give some sort of
interpretation as long as they knew what the dream was about. This time, however,
Nebuchadnezzar demanded to be told the dream as well.2
This tells you a great deal about Nebuchadnezzar. He is in the second year of his
reign, and already, he is both unreasonable and paranoid. Unreasonable, for as the
astrologers say, “No one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no king, however
great and powerful, has ever asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or
astrologer!”3 He is paranoid, because he believes all the astrologers are against him,
telling him only what he wants to hear (thus his withholding of the dream from them),
and his subsequent command to have them all killed by the captain of the guard. In the
margin of the manuscript is the words rab tabachaiya, translated “chief of the butchers.”
It was this man who took off the heads of those whom the king ordered to be slain.4
Here is the point, write this down: God creates impossible situations to reveal
His greatness. This was an impossible situation: being asked to interrupt a dream of
which you do not know its contents. No one could do that, except God. God had given
the dream in the first place. He knew Nebuchadnezzar’s mental state at the time, and
then used the situation to reveal His power.
There are unbelievers who respond to impossible situations with threats and
anger. Nebuchadnezzar was willing to eliminate his entire group of advisors. If that
would have happened, whom could he have turned to for advice. He was impulsive and
foolhardy in his response.
But how did Daniel respond? He went with boldness to the king and asked for
more time. He responded with wisdom and faith.
When you face what seems like an impossible situation, how do you respond?
Believers should respond with wisdom and faith, for God is about to do something
to reveal His greatness.
Second, we see that God delights in the prayers and praise of His children.
Verses 17-23.
Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah
what had happened. He urged them to ask the God of heaven to show them his mercy
by telling them the secret, so they would not be executed along with the other wise men
of Babylon. That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel
praised the God of heaven. He said, “Praise the name of God forever and ever, for he
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has all wisdom and power. He controls the course of world events; he removes kings
and sets up other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars.
He reveals deep and mysterious things and knows what lies hidden in darkness, though
he is surrounded by light. I thank and praise you, God of my ancestors, for you have
given me wisdom and strength. You have told me what we asked of you and revealed to
us what the king demanded.”5
Daniel went to the Lord in prayer. He was facing this impossible situation. Even
he did not initially know the contents of the dream, but he trusted God. And when the
Lord answered his prayer, he sang His praises:
Praise the name of God forever and ever, for he has all wisdom and power.6
In 1981, the Gospel group Imperials released a song that won the Dove Awards
Song of the Year. It was called “Praise the Lord.” Here are the lyrics to the first verse
and chorus:
When you’re up against a struggle that shatters all your dreams
And your hopes have been cruelly crushed by Satan’s manifested schemes
And you feel the urge within you to submit to earthly fears
Don’t let the faith you’re standing in seem to disappear
Praise the Lord, He can work through those who praise Him
Praise the Lord, for our God inhabits praise
Praise the Lord, for the chains that seems to bind you
Serve only to remind you that they drop powerless behind you
When you praise Him.7
We see in Daniel 2 that God delights in the prayers and praise of His children.
The third thing we see in Daniel 2 is that God reveals the mystery of His
kingdom to demonstrate His power.
Verses 24-45:
Then Daniel went in to see Arioch, whom the king had ordered to execute the
wise men of Babylon. Daniel said to him, “Don’t kill the wise men. Take me to the king,
and I will tell him the meaning of his dream.” Arioch quickly took Daniel to the king and
said, “I have found one of the captives from Judah who will tell the king the meaning of
his dream!” The king said to Daniel (also known as Belteshazzar), “Is this true? Can you
tell me what my dream was and what it means?” Daniel replied, “There are no wise
men, enchanters, magicians, or fortune-tellers who can reveal the king’s secret. But
there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and he has shown King Nebuchadnezzar
what will happen in the future. Now I will tell you your dream and the visions you saw as
you lay on your bed. “While Your Majesty was sleeping, you dreamed about coming
events. He who reveals secrets has shown you what is going to happen. And it is not
because I am wiser than anyone else that I know the secret of your dream, but because
God wants you to understand what was in your heart. “In your vision, Your Majesty, you
saw standing before you a huge, shining statue of a man. It was a frightening sight. The
head of the statue was made of fine gold. Its chest and arms were silver, its belly and
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thighs were bronze, its legs were iron, and its feet were a combination of iron and baked
clay. As you watched, a rock was cut from a mountain, but not by human hands. It
struck the feet of iron and clay, smashing them to bits. The whole statue was crushed
into small pieces of iron, clay, bronze, silver, and gold. Then the wind blew them away
without a trace, like chaff on a threshing floor. But the rock that knocked the statue
down became a great mountain that covered the whole earth. “That was the dream.
Now we will tell the king what it means. Your Majesty, you are the greatest of kings. The
God of heaven has given you sovereignty, power, strength, and honor. He has made
you the ruler over all the inhabited world and has put even the wild animals and birds
under your control. You are the head of gold. “But after your kingdom comes to an end,
another kingdom, inferior to yours, will rise to take your place. After that kingdom has
fallen, yet a third kingdom, represented by bronze, will rise to rule the world. Following
that kingdom, there will be a fourth one, as strong as iron. That kingdom will smash and
crush all previous empires, just as iron smashes and crushes everything it strikes. The
feet and toes you saw were a combination of iron and baked clay, showing that this
kingdom will be divided. Like iron mixed with clay, it will have some of the strength of
iron. But while some parts of it will be as strong as iron, other parts will be as weak as
clay. This mixture of iron and clay also shows that these kingdoms will try to strengthen
themselves by forming alliances with each other through intermarriage. But they will not
hold together, just as iron and clay do not mix. “During the reigns of those kings, the
God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be destroyed or conquered. It will
crush all these kingdoms into nothingness, and it will stand forever. That is the meaning
of the rock cut from the mountain, though not by human hands, that crushed to pieces
the statue of iron, bronze, clay, silver, and gold. The great God was showing the king
what will happen in the future. The dream is true, and its meaning is certain.”8
Daniel knows, as we should, that only the God of heaven knows all things, and
that only the God of heaven can do all things. So, in order to demonstrate His power,
God not only gives Nebuchadnezzar the dream, but Daniel the interpretation. And here
is the interpretation:
A. The head of gold is Babylon.
B. The chest and arms of silver is Medo-Persia.
C. The stomach and thighs of bronze is Greece.
D. The legs of iron with feet of iron and clay is Rome.
E. And the final one, and this is the best: The stone that smashes and becomes a great
mountain is Christ and the kingdom of God.
So, God gave Nebuchadnezzar the geo-political progression of the next 700
years, and notice each one is less precious than its predecessor. It goes from gold to
silver to bronze to iron and clay. God revealed the mystery of His kingdom to
demonstrate His power.
The final thing we learn from Daniel 2 is this: God honors His servants who
faithfully serve Him.
Verses 46-49:
Then King Nebuchadnezzar threw himself down before Daniel and worshiped
him, and he commanded his people to offer sacrifices and burn sweet incense before
him. The king said to Daniel, “Truly, your God is the greatest of gods, the LORD over
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kings, a revealer of mysteries, for you have been able to reveal this secret.” Then the
king appointed Daniel to a high position and gave him many valuable gifts. He made
Daniel ruler over the whole province of Babylon, as well as chief over all his wise men.
At Daniel’s request, the king appointed Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego to be in
charge of all the affairs of the province of Babylon, while Daniel remained in the king’s
court.9
Daniel became the ruler over the whole province of Babylon, the capital, as well
as chief over the wise men. He was the head wise guy, a young, Jewish captive, was
put in charge of all Babylonian astrologers and king’s counselors.
My friends, God sovereignly works to reveal His greatness and His coming
kingdom in Christ so that all peoples will praise and worship Him.
It is said that all of the Bible points to Christ. Well, Daniel 2 definitely points to
Christ. God creates impossible situations to reveal His greatness. He delights in the
prayers and praise of His children. The Lord reveals the mystery of His kingdom to
demonstrate His power. And He honors His servants who faithfully serve Him.
Who do you turn to when life seems impossible? Who do you praise when an
answer comes? Do you follow the One that knows all things and can do all things?
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