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Weclome again to worship today. I want to invite you to turn to page 4 in your
bulletin.
This is the last Sunday of our series on Ruth: A Story of Redemption. It is a
wonderful story of a woman and her mother-in-law., and sense this is a sermon series,
we’ve had a mother-in-law joke each Sunday, so here is my final mother-in-law joke:
A man was walking down the street one day. As he turned the corner around a
building, he saw the end of a procession of people walking together down the street.
Curious, he quickened his pace on the sidewalk to find the beginning of the group, why
everyone was together. He saw a coffin behind a gentleman with a little dog followed by
the crowd. The man walked up to the gentleman with the dog and asked, “What
happened here?”
“Pff, my mother-in-law died,” he said.
“How sad? How did it happen?”
“My dog bit her.”
“You’re kidding,” said the man. He paused and said. “Would you mind lending me
your dog?”
The gentleman said, “Get in line!”
Ok, that’s probably the last mother-in-law joke I will ever tell.
Let’s drive right into Ruth 4. And as we look at this chapter, I would give it 4
divisions, 4 sections in the story.
First, Boaz has a plan.
You will remember that we discovered in the last chapter that although Boaz was
a near relative and was willing to be Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer, there was another
relative who was closer in line than Boaz. And Naomi was correct in her assessment
that Boaz’s determination to settle the matter as quickly as possible.1
And Boaz has a plan. Look at verse 1:
Boaz went to the town gate and took a seat there. Just then the family redeemer
he had mentioned came by, so Boaz called out to him, “Come over here and sit down,
friend. I want to talk to you.” So they sat down together.2
Boaz’s first move was to go to the city gates and sit there. The city gates played
a large part in the life of the city in those days. Of course, it was the place that people
came and went from the city. It was also a place where business transactions were
frequently made, and it was the place where judges and city officials could be found.
I think it is important to note that Boaz did it all by the book. He followed God’s
plan in order to redeem Ruth in the right way.
Apparently, it was not too long until Boaz saw the man he was seeking and
called out to him, translating the Hebrew idiom (peloni almoni) as “friend” but could be
translated as “Mr. So and So.” “The use of the idiom here has been interpreted as
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deliberate on the part of the story-teller. As it was shameful not to fulfill the role of
kinsman-redeemer, the kinsman was therefore unworthy of mention by name.”3
Boaz prepared the way for this to be a legal proceeding by inviting ten of the
elders of the city to sit and hear the proceedings as he presents his case in verse 3-4:
And Boaz said to the family redeemer, “You know Naomi, who came back from
Moab. She is selling the land that belonged to our relative Elimelech. I thought I should
speak to you about it so that you can redeem it if you wish. If you want the land, then
buy it here in the presence of these witnesses. But if you don’t want it, let me know right
away, because I am next in line to redeem it after you.” The man replied, “All right, I’ll
redeem it.”4
When Israel came into the Promised Land during the days of Joshua, the land
was divided among the tribes and then among the family groups. God intended that the
land stay within those tribes and family groups, so the land could never permanently be
sold. And why was that?
Friends, in those days Land is one’s inheritance, future. And in agrion society,
especially around Bethlehem, the “house of bread,” land was everything. Without it, you
would have to buy your food, and when you are a widow, you have no trade and no
options. So poor Naomi was having to sell what was precious and valuable: her land.
My friends, the story of Ruth is also a story of God and His faithfulness to us, and
we see it here. We had something that was precious and valuable: our inheritance and
our future: our inheritance being created in the image of God, and our future to be with
God forever. But sin in general and sin in particular in our lives jeopardized our
inheritance and future. When we became tainted by the ugliness of sin, we lost our
inheritance and our future.
But God had a plan. God’s plan was for Jesus to come. His life and His death
were God’s plan to redeem our inheritance and our future. Hebrews 9:15 reads:
That is why [Christ] is the one who mediates a new covenant between God and
people, so that all who are called can receive the eternal inheritance God has promised
them. For Christ died to set them free from the penalty of the sins they had committed
under that first covenant.5
God had a plan. God’s plan was to redeem us from the god of this world.
Likewise, Boaz had a plan to redeem Naomi and Ruth. Boaz said to the nearer
kinsman, “I thought I should speak to you” is literally “I will uncover your ear.” Boaz says
there is something I think you need to know. Naomi was about to sell her husband’s
land This was within her rights and was a sign of her poverty. Because of her poverty,
Naomi needs to raise money to live on, but a kinsman could buy it and keep it in the
family. When Boaz presents his case to the nearer kinsman, he brought it up as a
matter regarding real estate – something any man would be interested in. Anyone would
want to buy back a piece of property and keep it in the family name by keeping it for
one’s self.
When Boaz put it in terms of purely a land transaction, there was no hesitation on
the nearer kinsman’s part. Of course, he said, “I will redeem it.”
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Then we see the second part of the story: Boaz springs the surprise.
Verse 5:
Then Boaz told him, “Of course, your purchase of the land from Naomi also
requires that you marry Ruth, the Moabite widow. That way she can have children who
will carry on her husband’s name and keep the land in the family.”6
In effect Boaz says, “Oh by the way!” Boaz explained what everyone knew – that
this was a package deal. If someone was going to exercise the right of kinsmanredeemer towards the deceased Elimelech, he had to fulfill the duty in regard to both
the property and the posterity. Because Naomi was older and beyond the years of
bearing children, the nearer kinsman was not expected to marry Naomi and raise up
children to the family name of her deceased husband Elimelech. But Ruth was another
matter; she was able to marry and bear children. As the kinsman-redeemer, he must
marry Ruth in order to raise up a child for the dead man, a child who will inherit the land
when he grew up.
When it was just a matter of property, it was easy to decide on; but if he must
take Ruth as a wife, that was another matter. Think of the complications. This man knew
that taking her into his home and raising up her children would ruin his own inheritance.
The problem of dividing that inheritance among future children he would have with Ruth
was more than he wanted to deal with.
Not to mention if this man was already married (and he probably was) then he
knew that it would be awkward (at best) to bring home Ruth as wife #2. “Oh, honey, I
went into town today and bought some land… and a wife.” I know that wouldn’t go over
well in my house. “Honey, I went to the airport and bought an airplane… and a wife
came along with the deal.” That wouldn’t work in my house.
So, the nearer kinsman withdraws his offer. Verse 6:
“Then I can’t redeem it,” the family redeemer replied, “because this might
endanger my own estate. You redeem the land; I cannot do it.”7
Then follows the custom of the day when two parties wish to finalize a sale, like a
closing when selling a house. The nearer kinsman is saying, “The land is yours to
redeem, because you are also willing to redeem the posterity of Elimelech by taking
Ruth as wife, this something I cannot do.”
Boaz says, “I will redeem!” He fulfills the requirement of the kinsman redeemer.
Boaz had the right to redeem. Boaz had the resolve to redeem. And Boaz had the
resources to redeem!
God had a surprise in store when He redeemed us. God’s surprise was the
crucifixion. Think about it. No one understood when Jesus predicted, repeatedly I
might add, how He would die. Let me read from Matthew 20:17-19:
As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, he took the twelve disciples aside privately
and told them what was going to happen to him. “Listen,” he said, “we’re going up to
Jerusalem, where the Son of Man will be betrayed to the leading priests and the
teachers of religious law. They will sentence him to die. Then they will hand him over to
the Romans to be mocked, flogged with a whip, and crucified. But on the third day he
will be raised from the dead.”8
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No one got it, not even Satan. Do you think Satan would have allowed the hate
and vengefulness in the religious leaders to grow so rabid if he knew that the crucifixion
and the death of Christ for sinners was God’s plan from the start? No way he wants
Jesus to die if he knows that. But he didn’t. That was God’s surprise: the crucifixion; all
to pay the dreadful price for sin in our lives.
But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we
were still sinners.9
What a surprise!
Third, Boaz redeems Ruth and Naomi. Verses 9-10:
Then Boaz said to the elders and to the crowd standing around, “You are
witnesses that today I have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelech, Kilion, and
Mahlon. And with the land I have acquired Ruth, the Moabite widow of Mahlon, to be my
wife. This way she can have a son to carry on the family name of her dead husband and
to inherit the family property here in his hometown. You are all witnesses today.”10
In the presence of the witnesses that he gathered, Boaz made crystal clear all
that had just transpired. He is taking on the kinsman-relative role to save Naomi and
Ruth from the inevitable outcome of widows, and keep Elimelech’s property within the
family. He is taking Mahlon’s role so that Ruth may have a son to carry on the family
name. It would not be Boaz’s inheritance, but Mahlon’s through Boaz’s son.
The town leaders praise him:
“We are witnesses! May the LORD make this woman who is coming into your
home like Rachel and Leah, from whom all the nation of Israel descended! May you
prosper in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem.11
Part of the blessing pronounced on Ruth and Boaz was that of children. That
may well have been a common blessing given to a married couple, but in this case, it
has even greater meaning. In the 10 years Ruth was married to Mahlon, she had not
been able to bear a child, but through the Lord’s intervention, she conceived and bore a
son for Boaz. And a new family was created.
God’s redemption gave us a new family.
Paul writes to the Galatians:
God sent him to buy freedom for us who were slaves to the law, so that he could
adopt us as his very own children. And because we are his children, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, prompting us to call out, “Abba, Father.” Now you are
no longer a slave but God’s own child. And since you are his child, God has made you
his heir.12
We are now offered to be part of God’s family through Christ’s atoning sacrifice.
In the final section of Ruth 4, the focus shifts from Boaz, the main character of
this chapter, back to the main character of the beginning of the book, and that’s Naomi.
Naomi receives new life, new hope.
Ruth and Boaz have a baby son, and the entire town rejoices. Look at verses 1415:
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Then the women of the town said to Naomi, “Praise the LORD, who has now
provided a redeemer for your family! May this child be famous in Israel. May he restore
your youth and care for you in your old age. For he is the son of your daughter-in-law
who loves you and has been better to you than seven sons!”13
It was fitting that these blessings in the life of Naomi be given so much attention
at the end of the book. Naomi was the one whose original returning to the Lord began
all this great work of God. This is a marvelous demonstration of what God can do
through one poor woman who gets right with Him.
It is also fitting because Naomi was the one who said in chapter 1:
“… Don’t call me Naomi… Instead, call me Mara, for the Almighty has made life
very bitter for me. I went away full, but the LORD has brought me home empty…”14
If only Naomi could have seen then how greatly the Lord would bless her at the
end! Naomi had earlier lost all things she had been clinging to, to find her earthly
fulfillment. Yet even the loss was a part of God’s gracious plan for her good. If she had
not first lost everything, we would never have known about her, and she would never
have learned to appreciate Ruth’s true worth or grow in her own understanding of the
Lord. She had to lose her two sons to appreciate the one the Bible says was better than
seven sons.15 It was the crucible of suffering, painful as it was for her, that was
necessary for her spiritual growth and her place in God’s plan.
We really can’t blame Naomi – we certainly do the same kind of thing. But we
should also learn from what she learned. We should learn that God’s plan is perfect and
filled with love, and even when we can’t figure out what He is doing, He still knows what
He is doing. We should learn what really is true, that “…all things work together for good
for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.”16
Folks, As long as we have God, we have hope.
Consider what happens through Boaz and Ruth. Boaz is the father of Obed
(which means “worshipper”). Obed becomes the father of Jesse. Jesse is the father of
David, and its through David that Mary’s son Jesus was born. As long as we have God,
we have hope… for a redeemer.
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